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From the desk of AnnE…. 
 

I Hold My Life Up to You Now 

 

Patient God, 

The clock struck midnight 

 and I partied with a strange sadness in my heart, 

  confusion in my mind. 

Now, I ask you 

 to gather me 

  for I realize 

   the storms of time have scattered me, 

    the furies of the year past have driven me, 

     many sorrows have scarred me, 

   many accomplishments have disappointed me, 

    much activity has wearied me, 

     and fear has spooked me 

      into a hundred hiding places, 

       one of which is pretend gaiety. 

I am sick of a string of “Have a nice day’s.” 

What I want is passionate days, 

 wondrous days, 

  dangerous days, 

   blessed days, 

    surprising days. 

What I want  is you! 
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Patient God, 

This day teeters on the edge of waiting 

 and things seem to slip away from me, 

  as though everything was only memory 

   and memory is capricious. 

Help me not to let my life slip away from me. 

O God, I hold up my life to you now, 

 as much as I can, 

  as high as I can, 

   in this mysterious reach called prayer. 

Come close, lest I wobble and fall short. 

It is not days or years I seek from you, 

 not infinity and enormity, 

  but small things and moments and awareness, 

   awareness that you are in what I am 

    and in what I have been indifferent to. 

It is not new time, 

 but new eyes, 

  new heart I seek, 

   and you. 

Patient God, 

in this teetering time, 

 this time in the balance, 

  this time of waiting, 

make me aware of moments, 

 moments of song, 

  moments of bread and friends, 

   moments of jokes 

    (some of them on me) 

     which for the moment, deflate my pomposities; 

 moments of sleep and warm beds, 

  moments of children laughing and parents bending, 

   moments of sunsets and sparrows outspunking winter, 

 moments when broken things get mended 

  with glue or guts or mercy or imagination; 

   moments when splinters shine and rocks shrink, 



     moments when I know myself blest, 

      not because I am so awfully important, 

       but because you are so awesomely God, 

        no less of the year to come 

         as of all the years past; 

        no less in this moment      

         than of all my moments; 

        no less of those who forget you 

         as of those who remember, 

          as I do now, 

           in this teetering time. 

O Patient God, 

make something new in me, 

 in this year, 

  for you.. 

 

Guerillas of Grace—by Ted Loder 



January 2018 Message for Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders 

Dear Beloved of God – 
 
In the fall of 2017 I was privileged to participate, among other events, in three Common 
Prayer Services with the Roman Catholics, and with Anglican presence and participation, in 
Calgary, Edmonton and Whitehorse. 
 
Following the Common Prayer liturgy prepared for the Lutheran-Roman Catholic service in 
Lund, Sweden in 2016 when Lutheran World Federation President Munib Younan, General 
Secretary Martin Junge and Pope Francis jointly presided over a Lutheran, Roman Catholic 
reformation commemoration, each of the Services included a commitment to five ecumenical 
imperatives.  The imperatives were proposed by the Lutheran-Roman Catholic Commission 
on Unity, in anticipation of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation. 
 
They are: 
1. Catholics and Lutherans should always begin from the perspective of unity, and not from 
the point of view of division, in order to strengthen what is held in common, even though the 
differences are more easily seen and experienced. 
2. Lutherans and Catholics must let themselves continuously be transformed by the          
encounter with the other and by the mutual witness of faith. 
3. Catholics and Lutherans should again commit themselves to seek visible unity, to     
elaborate together what this means in concrete steps, and to strive repeatedly toward this 
goal. 
4. Lutherans and Catholics should jointly rediscover the power of the gospel of Jesus Christ 
for our time. 
5. Catholics and Lutherans should witness together to the mercy of God in proclamation and 
service to the world. 
 
The Common Prayer Services were meaningful in their hopefulness, in a moving forward  
together, and in their commitment.  Regularly, over the course of the next year I will be 
briefly reflecting on these imperatives via this monthly newsletter article. 
 
I am hopeful, more so than I have ever been.  When I participated in these special liturgies 
this fall, I was consciously affirming a personal commitment to continue working toward the 
goal of full eucharistic sharing  between our two traditions. It is a goal sought by many in our 
respective churches; a goal whose achievement I pray to someday experience. This is a 
God-pleasing reformation goal that we can collectively advance as we live out these commit-
ments. Won’t you join me? 
  
In Christ Jesus – 
Shalom, 
+Bishop Larry Kochendorfer 



WOULD YOU LIKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO 

SERVE OUR CHURCH? 

 

Our Church Council is looking for new members to serve. 

Service would begin (after voting for council members) at 

the Annual General Meeting this coming February 2019. 

* COMMITTEES PLEASE REMEMBER TO PREPARE 

YOUR REPORTS FOR THE A.G.M. 

Confused what a Church Council Member actually does? 

 Speak to our Council President Keith Scheidt. He will give 

you any information you need together with an opportunity 

to come and see what actually does happen at a Council meeting.  



CHRISTIAN UNITY SERVICE 

Please join us in prayer at Lakeland Lutheran Church on 
Sunday January 20th @ 7 PM for the Christian  Unity 

Service.  

CHECKOUT THE JANUARY 2019 CALENDAR FOR ALL ACTIVITIES. 

Are we missing anything in our newsletter? Or is there something 

you wish we would have in our newsletter on a ongoing basis? 

Remember all inclusions for the February newsletter must be to 

the church office by  January 27th, 2019.  Please contact the church 

office with your ideas or necessary inclusions. Kathy is waiting for 

your call or email. 

Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events   

AnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncements   

Come and Join: 

 

Friday 25th January from 7 to 9 PM is our Games 

night for the Adults. Bring a game and join us 

for a night of fun and fellowship. 

   



Witness, Outreach and Mission Projects for 2018—2019 

 

JANUARY: Pack up items from Mitten Tree, have them 

blessed and delivered. 

FEBRUARY: Refuge Support 

MARCH & APRIL:  Lenten Project—We Car Bags (CLWR) 

MAY: Missionary Support— Pastor Brian Rude, missionary to 

El Salvador 

JUNE: Cold Lake Food Bank Drive 

JULY: Support for Lac La Biche Congregation 

AUGUST: Adopt a Family—Back to School Expenses 

          Community Registration 

SEPTEMBER: Campus Ministries 

     Back to Church Sunday 

      Sunday School Kick-off 

OCTOBER: CLWR Soap Drive 

NOVEMBER: Gifts from the Heart 

DECEMBER: Mitten Tree—Donations of warm mitts, hats, touques, scarves & socks for LAMP 

Ongoing donations for the Disaster Fund, Joie’s Phoenix House, Seminary and Discretionary Fund. 

BIBLE STUDY—MOVIE NIGHT 

Everyone is invited to join the Bible Study group on Thursday 17th 

January @ 6 PM to watch the critically acclaimed movie—The Indian 

Horse. An adaptation of Richard Wagamese’s novel ’Indian Horse”  

produced by Clint Eastwood, it centers on Saul Indian Horse, a young 

Canadian First Nations boy who survives the Indian residential school 

system to become a star ice hockey player.   

Josephine Sinclair and her family, would like to thank everyone 

for their calls, cards, visits and gifts over the Christmas season. 

It is greatly appreciated and her church family is a huge blessing 

in her life. Thank you! 
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