
 

Rev’s Words:   

Welcome Home  
 

WE WERE CREATED IN COMMUNITY  

Did you know that?  

 

We were created for a relationship with God and with others. We were not meant to live in 

isolation. 

We crave relationship with other people. Having a church home reminds us we are part of 

something bigger than ourselves. It reminds us we are loved and we belong.  

 

WE ARE WHO WE SURROUND OTHERS WITH 

Have you ever heard the phrase you are what you eat?  

 

This is true of food, but also of what we choose to consume in all areas of our lives. When we 

are in God’s presence we hear the Word through the message and also knowing love through 

other attendees.  

 

CHURCH HELPS US BE A COMMUNITY  

Church is Christ-centred, and there is an emphasis on serving in a variety of ways.  

 

Serving on a team or two at your church is a great way to connect with others. 

 

There are opportunities for you to give of yourself. (And give to other communities) This could 

mean donating money, clothing, food or time. — Talk about more serving opportunities within 

our church home. Get involved.  
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A CHURCH GIVES US OUR PLACE - A HOME 

Worship is one of the reasons humanity exists.  

 

We were created for community and also to praise God. While we can give praise anywhere and 

anytime, church services specifically create an atmosphere of praise for us. A church home gives 

us a place to know the intimacy with God through singing and music, giving, serving and loving 

others. That is the place where a spirit of worship is cultivated and carries over into our daily 

lives.  

 

CHURCH GIVES US A PLACE TO STOP  

Can you worship God anywhere?  

 

Of course you can. Yet, doing so with a body of believers is such a gift. 

 

Being part of a church is special.  

 

Be encouraged to grow by learning more about God, serving others, developing deep friendships 

to be a mentor to others. 

 

A church home gives us a place to use our talents and to grow in them through practice and 

learning. 

 

It gives you a place to find accountability when you need it and encouragement when times are 

hard.  

 

The church is full of fallible people, yet loved by the grace of God.  

 

We have been loved through worship at the St John’s Anglican Church and also space at the 

Value Master facility. We are certainly grateful! 

 

But, we are now back to our recovered church building and home. 

 

Our church is re-built.  

This is our home.  

 

How is your experience to be at this home? 

 

If you haven’t yet attended home - hope to see you soon. Bring a friend.  

 

Thanks be to God.  
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October 2023 Message for Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders 
 
 
Dear Beloved of God –  
 
 

“Mission relationships cannot be made warm in the microwave of quick encounters,” Rev. 
Natanael Lizarazo shared with our Synod Delegation during our journey to our Companion 
Partner, The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia (IELCO), this past summer. 
 
Our journey was an opportunity to experience, embrace, and engage the contexts and 
ministries of IELCO; to build relationships (and to re-connect) with our siblings in Christ in 
Colombia; and to seek an expanding global understanding of faithful discipleship through the 
Colombian Lutheran context. 
 
The journey itself deepened relationships and the on-going connection between IELCO and our 
Synod and was anything but a “quick encounter.” It reflected our mutual accompaniment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rev. Lizarazo wrote: You may ask what difference the mission engagement of the Synod of 
Alberta and The Territories makes in Colombia given the magnitude of such an overwhelming 
situation. My friends, the difference is real, it is a healing difference, a difference which is 
greatly celebrated and appreciated. Like the story of the starfish dying on the beach, we cannot 
simply be overwhelmed by the numbers to the point we become immobilized to act in the 
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tangible ways God leads us. As Mother Theresa says, “we can indeed be moved to do small 
things with great love.” In the end, this is what really matters. Thank you indeed for walking 
alongside with us in God’s mission. Our beloved sisters and brothers in the Good Shepherd in 
Soacha (a senior’s ministry supported by our Synod) are a living testimony; though they have 
lost everything materially speaking, they are still spiritually rich in faith, hope and gratitude! 
These spiritual realities are indeed fruitful seeds for the healing and transformation of 
Colombia. 
 
Thank you to all who prayerfully accompanied our Synod Delegation. Thank you to the 
delegation participants for an openness to experience, embrace and engage. Thank you to 
IELCO for the welcome, hospitality, love and prayers. 
 
“Gratitude is the memory of the heart,” shared Rev. Lizarazo. As I continue to journey and to 
reflect upon our Delegation’s experience, I find myself speechless with gratitude. 
 
More information regarding our Companion Partner can be found, available in English, at: 
ielco.org and https://albertasynod.ca/our-ministries/fulfilling-our-
mission/ministryteams/global-missions/colombia/ 
 
In Christ Jesus – 
Shalom,  
+Larry 
 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

 
 
 

Just a reminder that October is Clergy 
Appreciation Month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://albertasynod.ca/our-ministries/fulfilling-our-mission/ministryteams/global-missions/colombia/
https://albertasynod.ca/our-ministries/fulfilling-our-mission/ministryteams/global-missions/colombia/
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Worship Service Lessons for October 
 

Sunday Oct 1 – Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32; Psalm 25:1-9; Philippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32 

Sunday Oct 8 – Deuteronomy 8:7-18; Psalm 65; 2 Corinthians 9:6-15; Luke 17:11-19  

Sunday Oct 15 – Isaiah 25:1-9; Psalm 23; Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14 

Sunday Oct 22 – Isaiah 45:1-7; Psalm 96:1-9; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10; Matthew 22:15-22 

Sunday Oct 29 – Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 46; Romans 3:19-28; John 8:31-39 

 

WORSHIP INFORMATION – OCTOBER 
 

Oct 1st – 10am Worship Service with Communion Indigenous Sunday 

Oct 8th – 10am Worship Service with Communion Guest: Bishop Larry Kochendorfer 

Oct 15th – 10am Service of Word and Prayer, Lay-led by Kathy Pedersen 

Oct 22nd – 10am Worship Service with Communion; Baptism of Scarlett McIntyre 

Oct 29th – 10am Worship Service with Communion REFORMATION SUNDAY; 1pm 
Bless the Animals  

The prayer families for October are: Amalia, Anderson & Ashby 

 

 

 

Are You Available?  

Are you available to go with Pastor AnnE to her Long-Term 
Care Services?? (See church monthly calendar for Service 
schedule). Anyone willing to help with the singing (as part of 
the congregation not solo), play the piano, assist members of 
the congregation in following the service? Please let Pastor 
AnnE know, any help would be greatly appreciated.  

 
 
 
 
 

This Photo by Unknown 

http://www.progressive-charlestown.com/2019/05/america-needs-long-term-care-program.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Worship Committee – WE NEED YOU  
 
As you all know by now, Helen Flaming has stepped down as a 
member of the Worship committee, so we are looking for 
volunteers to join us. If you are interested or would like to know 
more about the duties of the Worship Committee, please contact 
Cheryl Benoit. 
 
We are also looking for anyone who is happy to lead the singing of the Psalm during 
our worship services (as we used to do). If you would like to volunteer, please contact 
Linda Klinger, or Cheryl Benoit. 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

    
Church Safety 
 
Now that we are finally back in our building there are a few safety instructions we all 
need to follow when leaving the church. If you are the last person to leave the building, 
please do the following: 
 

• Check all blinds are lowered so that rooms are not visible from the outside 

• Make sure all internal doors are closed 

• Set the alarm using your code 

• Lock the external door on leaving 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Kathy in the office and she will be happy to run 
you through any of these procedures. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
St John’s Anglican Church – Update 
 
The Rev. Donna Gauthier has stepped down for the time being, from the 
Anglican Church, concluding her ministry there at the end of October. As 
many of you know, she has held down 2 full-time jobs that have kept her 
extremely busy. She has ministered for the last 7 years or so and senses its 
time for a change. While we have appreciated her contributions over the 
years, we will still see her around town and pray God’s best for her as she 
begins this new chapter in her life. 

 
 

https://freepngimg.com/png/11354-church-png-picture
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


6 
 

J.A.M – Just About Music 
 

Let’s sing together…. The next J.A.M session will be October 25, 
6.30pm to 7.30pm. Hope you can join us! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

A thought and invitation for support sharing together …. 
 
Everyone is welcome to a time of sharing - an opportunity to talk, be together as we 
remember those who we love and have passed away and/or relationships broken 
through, our siblings, friends, spouse, or family members. This may be what you have 
experienced recently in loss of a relationship or loss in the far distant past. Just listening 
and being together may be what you desire.  
 
Our sessions will now be weekly, on Wednesdays at 2 pm. 
Pastor AnnE  
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

Wow!! Flat Jesus was very 

busy in September, thanks to 

our Sunday School children. I 

wonder where he will be going 

in October?? 
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Save the Date 

Sunday 29th October REFORMATION SUNDAY 

 

 

 

On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther posted his 
Ninety-five Theses against papal indulgences, or the 

atonement of sins through monetary payment, on 
the door of the church at Wittenberg, Germany. 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 29th October @ 1 PM Bless the Animals 
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BIRTHDAYS IN OCTOBER 

Cameron MacLeod  Bernie Hartman Bill Chernesky            
Grant Benoit    Ryan Strong  Evea Davis    
Leanne McMillan Carson Ahenakew 

 

ANNIVERSARIES IN OCTOBER 

 

 

 Jolan & James March    
 Carrie & Roman Affolter 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

CHECK OUT THE OCTOBER CALENDAR FOR ALL 
ACTIVITIES 

Are we missing anything from our newsletter? Is there something you wish to have in 
our newsletter on an ongoing basis? 

Please make sure that any inclusions for the November Newsletter reach the church 
office by October 23rd If you would like to ask Pastor to include anything in the 

newsletter or her Rev’s Words’ she will need to receive it a week before this date. 

 

 

October 22nd, 2023  

 Please join Torie and Jesse in the celebration 
of the Baptism of their daughter              

Scarlet McIntyre 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 

https://www.freepngimg.com/png/46052-happy-anniversary-png-file-hd
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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A Look at Our First Service back in our Building 
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Our Youth Project so far………… 
 


